
 

  

Dear mums, dads and carers  

 

As this busy and brilliant term draws to a close, I wanted to take a moment to reflect on what has been an absolutely 

wonderful period of learning, growth and achievement at Stebon Primary School.  

 

Above all else, I must start by celebrating the true stars of our school:  your children . Their enthusiasm, resilience and 

curiosity fill our classrooms and corridors with energy every single day. They are the reason we do what we do, and their 

progress this term has been truly outstanding.  

 

This term has been packed with high points and memorable experiences that exemplify the broad and rich education we 

aim to provide:  

¶ Amazing Performances:  October saw our brilliant Year 5 classes bringing Moana to the stage. More recently, the air 

has been filled with festive cheer thanks to the stunning performances by our youngest pupils. 

The Reception  and  Year 1  children put on 3 delightful shows, demonstrating remarkable confidence and 

teamwork ña perfect start to the holiday season!  

¶ Epic Journeys:  Our children have embraced every opportunity to explore the world around them. This term saw us 

undertake an incredible  14 trips and visits , spanning museums, local parks, places of worship and the highly 

successful  Year 1 trip to the Tower of London . These excursions are invaluable for bringing the curriculum to life and 

building cultural capital.  

¶ Year 6 Residential : A massive highlight was the  Year 6 residential trip  in September, where our oldest pupils showed 

great leadership, independence, and camaraderie, returning with memories that will last a lifetime and a maturity 

and confidence that will stand them in good  stead for the months ahead - not to mention their transition to 

secondary school.  

¶ Inclusive sport : Stebon hosted the first para -sport event of the term, attended by 4 other local cluster schools. The 

children had a wonderful time and were a credit to our school.  

 

I am also thrilled that  Olly , who has been serving as our interim Deputy Headteacher since September, was successful at 

interview earlier this month and appointed to the post permanently. Olly's commitment to our school community, his 

passion for the childrenõs success and his leadership over the last few months have been exceptional. I know you will want 

to join me in congratulating him on this well -deserved achievement.  

 

In sadder news, this is Eugenio's last term at Stebon. Eugenio has been our brilliant music teacher since 2019 and is one of 

the very few teachers who your children will definitely  know and have been taught by. He has decided to follow his 

dream of performing music professionally and goes with all of our best wishes for the future. (I wonder if he'll remember us 

when he's famous?)  

 

Finally, I'd like to thank you. Your ongoing support is the foundation of our success. Whether you volunteered for a trip (an d 

dozens of you have!), attended a performance, or simply ensured your child was ready for the day ahead, your 

partnership makes Stebon the strong community it is.  

 

I wish you and your families a joyful, restful and peaceful holiday break. We look forward to welcoming all the children 

back, refreshed and ready for the spring term, on Tuesday  6 January 2026 . 

 

Kind regards  

Jeremy Iver  

Headteacher  
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Attendance  

Every day matters ð Every 

minute counts!  

Stebonõs magic number is 

97%. This is because we are 

aiming for 97% attendance.  

This weekõs whole school 

attendance was 88.2%  

Come on Stebon!  

Click below for:  

November 2025 to April 2026 

lunch menu  

 

Term dates for 2025 -2026 

academic year  

 

PE & Swimming Timetables  

Home learning links   

School Uniform  

Key dates:  

Mon 22 Dec 2025 ð Fri 2 Jan 

2026: Christmas Holiday  

Mon 5 Jan 2026: School 

closed - Staff INSET day 

Tue 6 Jan ð Fri 13 Feb 2026: 

School open for Spring Term  

Congratulations to Y5 Nelson 

Mandela class who had the 

highest attendance of 98.6% 

this week!  

We hope all our Stebon families have an enjoyable and safe holiday, weõll see you 

again in 2026!  

School will be open again to pupils for the Spring term on Tuesday 6 January 2026.  

Year 6 completed their 2 week intensive swimming 

course at Poplar Baths this week. Well done Y6!  

Attendance  

At our school, we take attendance very seriously because we want the 

absolute best for our children and their future success.  

Our 'magic number' for excellence is 97% attendance and, to help us 

reach this goal, we are working closely with the Tower Hamlets Attendance 

and Welfare Officer to monitor both absences and punctuality.  

Please be aware that extended leave or holidays during term time will not 

be authorised.  

We also want to remind families that punctuality is vital; if a child is late on 

more than 10 days in a single term, a formal letter will be issued, which may 

lead to a fine.  

We appreciate your cooperation in ensuring your child is in school and on 

time every day to make the most of their learning.     

New books 

have been 

delivered to 

Year 3 to 6 

classes. 

 

Even more than 

pictured, look 

forward to 

reading them 

in the new 

year!  

Reception Gates  

From January 2026, the reception gate will be permanently closed in the 

mornings.  

This decision has been made to ensure all students enter and exit the site 

through the same points in the morning and afternoon, enhancing security 

in the mornings and to establish a consistent routine for the start and end of 

the school day, which supports a calm and organised transition for all 

children.  

We appreciate your cooperation in helping us maintain a safe and 

consistent environment for our pupils.  

https://stebon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Stebon-Lunch-menu-Nov-2025-Apr-2026.pdf
https://stebon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Stebon-Lunch-menu-Nov-2025-Apr-2026.pdf
https://stebon.org.uk/term-dates/
https://stebon.org.uk/term-dates/
https://stebon.org.uk/pe-swimming/
https://stebon.org.uk/family-learning/
https://stebon.org.uk/uniforms/


 

 

Reception and Year 1 classes delivered three fantastic performances of õThe Mouse in Santaõs Houseõ this week! They 

have been learning the songs this whole half term and did a great job of remembering them and their choreography.  

Thank you to the class teams and families who supported the children! It was the first ever show that our Reception classes 

have done. They were all very brave when performing in front of the rest of the school and their parents.  
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It has been a wonderful term for our coffee mornings, thank you to 

all the parents who have attended.  

 

This week we made breakfast and had parties. Parents also made 

a lovely Christmas hat for Rabia!  

 

We look forward to the new year with coffee morning for dads on 

Wednesdays and for all on Thursdays continuing!  



 

 

Year 1 Margot Fonteyn class have been learning about ôMaterials and their propertiesõ. Weõve been asking 

curious questions and exploring how to sort materials in to groups.  

Y4 design engineers 

(Rosa Parks class) put on 

an exhibition of the truly 

marvellous moving toys 

they had designed & 

made with Steve the 

Inventor. Y3 (Ella 

Fitzgerald class) 

attended.  

Our younger designers 

learnt all about cam 

mechanisms and the 

ways in which they 

produce movement. 

They also learnt about 

Year 4 had a wonderful time this week decorating gingerbread men, getting creative with icing. After all their hard work, 

they enjoyed eating their delicious creations while relaxing with a cosy hot chocolate and a movie in the studio. It was a 

lovely treat and a great opportunity for the children to unwind, share smiles, and enjoy some festive fun together.  



 

  

At Stebon, we have an incredibly talented and committed group of teachers . Every day, they teach 

your children a curriculum designed to make sure they know they things they need to know and are 

well -prepared for the next stage of their education. They do this in premises that are both beautiful 

and fit for the purpose of learning. We work really hard at this.  

Of course, if the children are to make the most of these advantages, they need to be in school . Even 

the best teachers in the world canõt improve the life chances of children who are not here to benefit. 

Hereõs the real - life evidence  to prove it; it could not be clearer.   

Children with the best 

attendance achieve more 

highly  than others  

The more you come to 

school , the better you do  

 

Children with the poorest 

attendance achieve less 

highly than others  

You do not want 

your child to be 

in this group  

Look how 

much better 

these children 

do; they come 

to school the 

most  

How great attendance turbo -charges  achievement  



 

  

Thankfully, the largest group is the one with 99%+ attendance; nearly half of all our children come to 

school 99% of the time or more . They stand the very best chance of success.  

There will be times when your child is not well enough to come to school - if they are vomiting, for 

example, or running a temperature above 38C - but these times will be rare. Mostly, children who 

are feeling a bit poorly are better off feeling poorly in school é 

é keeping your child off school when they could be in puts them at a disadvantage. 

How great attendance turbo -charges  achievement  

Reception, Y1 and Y2 are the year groups with 

the lowest attendance é 

 

é yet these are among the most important year 

groups where the most learning happens in a single 

day.  

 

They really need to be coming to school.  

Holidays during 

term time will be 

unauthorised  

The same is true of taking holidays during term time . 

Missing school puts your child at a measurable disadvantage  - itõs really hard for teachers to catch 

every child up on missed learning.  

(You also wouldnõt expect your childõs teacher to take a holiday during term time). 



 

 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=L6Njl2d8D0yG1r5g6MicSFD0BJ3IWYNMvR82D2fIJEFUN1JWWTI0UUtTOTRUOEJVOERLUzBFN09KQi4u&origin=QRCode
google.com/url?sa=D&q=https://purplemoondrama.co.uk/registration/&ust=1766247240000000&usg=AOvVaw1PabaRrYbjQehg0GbBBvNY&hl=en-GB&source=gmail

